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SUB J : 62D ECOSOC-ITEM 3, DECADE FOR ACTION TO COMBAT 
RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION 

1 . THE GENERAL DEBATE ON AGENDA ITEM 3, DECADE FOR ACTION 
TO COMBAT RACISM AND RACIAL DISCRIMINATION OPENED 
WEDNESDAY, APRIL 20. 

2. THE ONLY SPEAKER ON THE LIST, SYRIA, MADE A SHORT 
STATEMENT F RE E OF POLEMICS, AVOIDING ANY MENTION OF 
ZIONISM OR ISRAEL. THE SYRIAN DELEGATE EMPHASIZED HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO COOPERATE AND EXPRESSED HOPES FOR THE SUCCEES 
OF THE CONFERENCE. HE STATED THAT IN THE FACE OF SOME 
RESERVATIONS BY MEMBERS OF THE PREPCOM, HE FELT COMPELLED 
TO DRAW ATTENTION TO EFFORTS TO DIVERT THE CONFERENCE 
FROM ITS MAIN THEME. HE NOTED THE IMPORTANCE OF TREATING 
ALL UN RESOLUTIONS EQUALLY BUT MADE NO SPECIFIC REFERENCE 
TO RES 3379(XXX) EQUATING ZIONISM WITH RACISM. 

3. THE MEETING ADJOURNED FOLLOWING THE SYRIAN STATEMENT 
DUE TO A LACK OF INSCRIBED SPEAKERS. 

4. COMMENT. IF THE SYRIAN SPEECH CAN BE TAKEN AS AN 
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INDICATION OF THE TONE AND CONTENT OF THE DEBATE, WE 
CAN PREDICT A RELATIVELY SHORT GENERAL DEBATE WITH 
LITTLE OR NO MENTION OF ZIONISM. THE EC9 ARE PLANNING 
TO MAINTAIN A LOW PROFILE IN THE DEBATE. THE UK, FRG 
AND DENMARK DO NOT PLAN TO SPEAK AT ALL. OTHERS ARE 
UNDECIDED. 
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